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Dear Parents and Community Members: 

We are pleased to present you 1.-vith the Annual Education Report (AER) which provides 
key information on the 2016-17 educational progress for West Michigan Academy of 
Environmental Science. The AER addresses the complex reporting information 
required by federal and state laws. The school's report contains information about 
student assessment, accountability and teacher quality. If you have any questions about 
the AER, please contact Kerri Barrett or Alan Bosker for assistance. 

The AER is available for you to review electronically by visiting the following web site 
https://goo.gl/GV4zUn, or you may review a copy in the main office. 

For the 2016-2017 school year, schools were identified using new definitions and labels 
as required in the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). A Targeted Support and 
Improvement (TSI) school is one hat has at least one underperforming student 
subgroups. A Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) school is one whose 
performance is the lowest 5% of all schools in the state. Some schools are not identified 
with any of these labels. In these cases, no label is given. Our school was not identified 
with any of these labels. 

The key challenge for West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science is to ensure 
the growth occurs in all subject levels. The district percent proficient is higher than the 
state percent proficient in most of all sub categories. West Michigan Academy of 

Environmental Science "";n be evaluating the practices and procedures for the multi­
tiered systems of support to ensure all students are enriched to reach high level of 
performance. In addition, all areas that have a pattern of repetitive years of 
underperforming the state percentage will be evaluated with a curriculum analysis. 

State law requires that we also report additional information West Michigan Academy of 
Environmental Science is a free public charter school. Our enrollment process is open 
to all students. There is no placement of students being the school is a one-building 
district. The school has a strong and intentional focus on environmental science. 
School wide initiatives and practices reflect good environmental practices including 
recycling, composting, outdoor activities and utilizing our 62 acre school setting. 

Annually, the leaders and teacher leaders research a variety of data sources to clarify a 
clear approach to improving the school. The school has been focusing on areas that 
have underperformed expectations in the past based on district, perception, and 

https://goo.gl/GV4zUn


evaluative data. These areas include our MTSS programming and our Academic 
Acceleration program. In addition, the last 3-5 school years, the school improvement 
plan has focused on curriculum and standards. The school utilizes curriculum to reach 
our high standards for our students. These curriculums are available through our main 
office. Math curriculums consists of Go Math and Engage New Yark. Reading 
curriculum is based on the Engage NY curriculum. The Go Math and Engage NY were 
implemented prior to the 2016-2017 school year. Social Studies teachers utilize MAISA 
Rubicon Atlas social studies. Science has a two-pronged approach. First, the 
curriculum is established to meet the standards of the state. The second aspect is to 
focus on environmental science and create avenues to introduce science to students. 
Our team approach to school improvement serves the school well as many perspectives 
are utilized and data can be looked at through various lenses. 

Students at West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science have performed well on 
the statewide M-STEP assessment. The combined English Language Arts and 
Mathematics proficiency comes out to 76.53% proficient. The school also utilizes NWEA 
MAP assessments to measure growth per Central Michigan University requirements. 
Looking back from fall 2016 and fall 2017 in reading and mathematics, there was an 
average 2 point different lower between 2016 and 2017. This information is analyzed 
after each window of assessment and evaluated through a curriculum analysis. Looking 
at proficiency in mathematics, the proficiency of proficiency remained a strength. 52% 
were proficient (above the 50th percentile) in 2015, 58% in 2016 and 57% in 2017. In 
reading, 61% of students have scored above the 50th percentile in 2015, 2016, and 2017. 

Parent participation is a key for West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science's 
success. Higher percentage of elementary parents attend face-to-face parent teacher 
conferences each trimester. Percentage rates of parent participation decreases as the 
student's age. Based on the parent teacher conference marks we had this school year, 
67% (502/750) of our parents attend the meetings. This number has grown compared 
to 2016. That year, the percent attending parent teacher conferences was 64% 
(474/741). 

WMAES high school offers opportunities for students to participate in postsecondary 
opportunities. During the 2015-2016 and 2016-2017 school year, we had students 
participate in AP classes as well as dual enrollment at a local university. During the 
2015-16, 2 students (4%) took college courses. WMAES offered two AP courses 
including AP Biology and AP Environmental Science. Thirty students took tests in 2016 

and 8 (26. 7% passing). During the 2015-2016 school year, 61.2% of the nth and 12th
graders were enrolled in an AP course.  

In 2016-17, 3 students (5.7%) were enrolled in a college course on their campus. On 
campus, the school supported 36 participating AP students. The AP test for the 16-18 
school year, 8.3% passed with a 3 or higher. During the 2016-17 school year, 69.2% of 
the 11th and 12111 graders were enro1led in an AP course. West Michigan Academy of 
Environmental Science prides itself on college readiness. Students are prepared 
through rigorous curriculum and exposure through AP classes and college experiences.



As the school reflects on previous years, it is a proud moment to celebrate growth the 
school has seen. Physically, the campus and building has been altered in amazing ways. 
Academically, the school is now outperforming community areas and the statewide 
marks. As we celebrate the growth, we turn our eyes to the future. WMAES is always 
fonvard looking and planning to better the experience for all of our students, staff, and 
community. 

Sincerely, 

Kerri Barrett 
Elementary Principal 

Alan Bosker 
Secondary Principal 
































































































































