The Framework for Teaching: Six Clusters Supporting High Level Learning

The Framework for Teaching Clusters provide a description of the skills demonstrated by accomplished
teachers in promoting high levels of student performance—skills based on foundational knowledge and dispositions
and grounded in a deep understanding of the nature of human learning. The Clusters are an outgrowth of The
Framework for Teaching (the FfT), which has been validated through empirical studies as predictive of student
learning as measured by state assessments. But while the FfT has enjoyed wide acceptance among members of the
professional community of educators, its level of detail can make it cambersome for everyday use. The FfT Clusters
are an attempt to distill the “big ideas” of the FfT’s four domains and 22 components into an efficient tool (composed
of six large concepts) that can serve as the foundation for many purposes, most importantly— professional growth by
teachers, not only through their own reflection on practice, but also through their conversations with colleagues,
mentors and coaches, and supervisors.

The Clusters—Ilike the full Framework—are themselves generic in nature; that is, they apply to all teaching
situations, in all disciplines and at different ages and levels. Furthermore, they reflect teaching to high standards of
student learning, as reflected in the Common Core State Standards and other high-level standards. Some of these
principles of teaching for CCSS learning are, indeed, generic. For example, teaching for deep conceptual
understanding, the use of precise academic language, and the skills of argumentation are evident in all disciplines.
Similarly, student skill in questioning the reasoning of classmates and their perseverance with challenging content
occur in all settings.

On the other hand, teaching occurs in real settings, with real students, and about specific content. Therefore,
while there is a generic skill of argumentation, for example, it plays out differently in mathematics than in literacy.
Hence, The Clusters document is offered in several versions: a generic version, and separate versions for literacy and
mathematics. Literacy skills are evident not only in English classrooms for literary analysis, but also in other
disciplines, such as social studies and science, for reading for meaning. These versions translate the generic language
of the narratives and critical attributes, where appropriate, into content-specific language to guide both teachers and
leaders.

Furthermore, while the FfT Clusters — like the full Framework for Teaching — reflect teaching practices that
are common across all settings, actual teaching occurs with students in all their diversity — cultural, linguistic, and
developmental. Hence, accomplished teachers must be familiar with their students’ individual characteristics and
needs, and create their plans and provide instruction accordingly. Therefore, when the language of the Framework
refers to attending to individual students, it is to this full range of learners that it applies. These are the “Common
Themes” of the Framework for Teaching, which permeate all the components, and elements, and ensure an inclusive
environment for learning.

The generic version of the FfT Clusters, reflecting those instructional practices that are common across
disciplines, comprises the remainder of this document.

For those familiar with The Framework for Teaching, the following table summarizes the relationship between
The Clusters and the full FfT, together with the ways in which teachers might demonstrate their skill for each one.
Sources of Evidence are provided for guidance, but the lists are not definitive. Not every artifact may be available.
Quality evidence provides the raw data for meaningful, professional conversations.
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