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Meridian Elementary ​In-Person​ School​ Questions  

If my child is new to the district and I want to enroll my child for In-Person 
school, how do I do that? (NOT FOR STUDENTS ALREADY ENROLLED) 
❖ First, use ​this​ link to access the instructions for creating a Skyward account. If you have 

questions, you can reach our offices by calling 989 687 3200. 
❖ Then, use ​this​ link to enroll. 

Can I enroll my child with Meridian Elementary if we don’t live within district 
boundaries?   
❖ Under the Schools of Choice legislation, kindergarten through twelfth grade students 

residing within Midland County Education Service Agency (MCESA) and contiguous 
intermediate school districts, may apply to Meridian Public Schools for enrollment for 
the first semester of the 2020-2021 school year.   

❖ Transportation is the responsibility of the family. 
❖ Application must be made to the school district no later than the end of the first week of 

school, Thursday, September 3, 2020.  

Will there be a handbook provided by the school that clearly outlines staff, 
student, and family expectations regarding the new COVID regulations?  
❖ Yes. This handbook will be digitally available August 17, 2020. 

Will families be able to make teacher requests for their child(ren)? 
❖ No. 

Will there be a Back-to-School picnic where families can meet the teacher and 
drop off student supplies? 
❖ Unfortunately, we are unable to host our annual “Welcome-Back Picnic” this year due to 

COVID-related restrictions.  In order to support students as they navigate the hallways to 
find their classrooms, we will have plenty of adults ready to assist your child in the first few 
days of school. A building map that includes teacher names will also be provided in case 
that can be of assistance. It sure won’t be the same, but we look forward to meeting families 
in the parent pick-up lines and through digital or phone communication as we begin this 
year. 

What are the school’s expectations regarding masks and hand cleaning and 
sanitizing?   
❖ Staff will wear facial coverings at all times except meals, unless they furnish a                           

doctor’s note indicating they are not able to medically tolerate a fabric mask.                         
However, they will be required to wear a clear face shield.   
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❖ All students, except those with doctor’s notes indicating they can’t wear a fabric                         

mask, will be required to wear masks if they are outside their classrooms. If the                             
child has a doctor’s note indicating they’re unable to medically tolerate a fabric                         
mask, students will still be required to wear a clear face shield. For example, masks                             
will be required at all times in the hallways and during the entire process of exiting                               
the building onto buses or into parent vehicles. 

❖ Face shields, for staff and students, are not permitted as an alternative to the fabric                             
mask, unless the individual provides a doctor’s note.  

❖ If students are mixing with other students from a different classroom (special                       
education rooms, Thinking Center, specials, etc.), students will be required to wear a                         
mask.  

❖ Students will use their classroom’s assigned section of the playgrounds. Masks will                       
not be required outside for recess or specials as long as there is no mixing of                               
cohorts. 

❖ Masks are required to be washed daily, or if using a disposable it must be disposed                               
of each day.  Mask washing will be the responsibility of the family.   

❖ Meridian Elementary School will provide at least three washable face coverings for                       
every staff member and student, in addition to maintaining a back-up supply of                         
disposable masks. Students and staff can also provide their own mask, as long as                           
they are washed daily and contain appropriate imaging and/or messaging. 

❖ Students will be explicitly taught how to properly cough and sneeze into their elbow,                           
to use and throw away tissues, and wash hands appropriately. 

❖ Students and staff will wash their hands with soap and water every 2 - 3 hours. 
❖ Sharing of students’ personal items and supplies will be extremely limited, and every                         

effort will be made to keep them separated, labeled and contained. If there is                           
sharing of classroom materials, there will be disinfecting between use.  

❖ There are no plans for plexi-glass dividers between students and/or teachers. 
❖ In the classrooms, the ventilation systems are self-contained and exchange indoor air                       

with outdoor air at least once per hour.  

What are the school’s expectations regarding maintaining distance between 
students?  
❖ Spacing between students will be maximized whenever practical, however, 6 ft. of                       

separation will not always be possible. 
❖ Students will be sent directly to their classrooms when school entrances are opened                         

(7:40a.m.). 
❖ Students will have limited access to their lockers to reduce hallway congestion. 
❖ Hallways will require 2-way traffic, with separation from opposing sides by a visible                         

line down the middle. 
❖ At the end of the school day, the elementary students will dismiss out of 4 separate                               

door locations in order to reduce hallway congestion. 
❖ Family members of staff or other guests will not be permitted into the building                           

except under extenuating circumstances, as determined by the administration.   
❖ Parents/families/guests will not be permitted to “drop-in” unannounced to the                   

building. Such guests are permitted if they call ahead and secure an appointment.                         
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Such guests will be screened for symptoms, wear a facial covering, and                       
wash/sanitize hands before entering. Strict records will be kept, for contact tracing                       
purposes, of guests entering and exiting the building. 

❖ Students will eat their breakfast and lunch in their own classrooms. 

What are the school’s expectations for screening students and monitoring 
symptoms?  
❖ Families are encouraged to monitor their children for symptoms of COVID-19. The                       

presence of any of the following symptoms should prompt the family to keep the                           
student home from school and to follow up with a primary care provider:  
 

SECTION 1​ -  Symptoms 
❖ ☐ Temperature of 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher when taken by mouth 
❖ ☐ Sore throat 
❖ ☐ New uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing (for students with 

chronic allergic/asthmatic cough, a change in their cough from baseline) 
❖ ☐ Diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain 
❖ ☐ New onset of severe headache, especially with a fever   

 
SECTION 2 - ​Close Contact/Potential Exposure 

In the past 14 days has your child: 
❖ ☐ Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes) with 

a person with confirmed COVID-19: OR 
❖ ☐ Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes) with 

person under quarantine for possible exposure to COVID-19 
 

If the answer is YES to any of the questions in Section One, but NO to all the questions in 
Section Two, keep your child(ren) home from school until the following are fulfilled:  
❖ -for fever: at least 24 hours have passed with no fever, without the use of 

fever-reducing medications;  
❖ -sore throat/ cough: improvement (if strep throat: do not return until at least 2 

doses of antibiotic have been taken);  
❖ -diarrhea, vomiting, abdominal pain: no diarrhea or vomiting for 24 hours;  
❖ -severe headache: improvement in headache. 

 
If the answer is YES to any of the questions in Section One AND YES to any of the questions 
in Section Two, call your healthcare provider right away to get evaluated and tested for 
COVID-19. If you don’t have one or cannot be seen, go to www.mi.gov/coronavirustest or 
call 2-1-1 to find a location to have your child(ren) tested for COVID-19. 
 
❖ The decision to close classrooms or buildings will be a joint decision between the                           

district and county health department officials. In all feasible situations, remote                     
learning would follow decisions to close a classroom or building during a                       
quarantine.  
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What are the school’s expectations for cleaning? 
❖ Frequently touched surfaces including student desks, light switches, doors, benches,                   

and bathrooms ​will undergo cleaning at least every four hours with either an                         
EPA-approved disinfectant or diluted bleach solution. If the situation calls for                     
changing seats/desks, cleaning will take place in between (i.e., changes between art                       
classes) 

❖ Playground structures will undergo their normal, routine cleaning. 

What are the school’s expectations for dismissal and transportation home? 
❖ All students exiting the building at the end of the day will be wearing their mask.                               

Therefore, all students taking the bus home will be ready for the transportation                         
requirement that students wear masks.  

❖ Hand sanitizer will be placed at the entrance of each bus. 
❖ All transportation staff will be required to wear a mask at all times. 
❖ Buses will be cleaned and disinfected prior to each run. 
❖ Windows will be opened when the weather permits. 
❖ Students will be assigned seats on the bus, with family members seated together. 

If our students are doing in-person schooling at Meridian Elementary, and our 
region is required to go back to Phase 3 (i.e., distance learning is required), 
what will learning look like?  
❖ The learning will depend on whether there is also a “Stay-at-Home” executive order, such as 

the one we experienced this past spring.  If there is NO “Stay-at-Home” executive order, 
Meridian Elementary students will be at home but provided a nearly-full academic load from 
our teachers.  Once again, students will utilize a device (i.e., Chromebook, iPad) to access 
this learning remotely.  We will use a Learning Management System called Echo in order to 
facilitate this learning. Echo is what our 5th-12th grade students already use.   

 
You are leaving Meridian Elementary in-person schooling 

 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

 
You have now entered MERPS Virtual Learning Academy 
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MERPS ​Virtual Learning Academy​ Questions  

What is the link to register my child for the MERPS Virtual Learning Academy? 
❖ https://tinyurl.com/merpsvirtualschool 

Is there a deadline to register?  
❖ Yes. MERPS requests families enroll by Friday, August 17th for planning purposes. 

Enrollment can occur after this date if seats are available. Please contact 989.488.4662 if you 
need to enroll AFTER August 14th.  

When does my decision to enroll become final?  

Enrollment drop/add dates are available below. After these deadlines, a change can NOT occur 
until after the semester ends.  

ENROLLMENT TIMELINES for MERPS Virtual Learning Academy 2020-2021 

❖ SEMESTER 1:  

Class Start  Class End   Enrollment Drop/Add End Date  

August 31, 2020  January 15, 2021  September 18, 2020 

 
❖ SEMESTER 2:  

Class Start  Class End   Enrollment Drop/Add End Date  

January 18, 2021  June 2, 2021  February 5, 2021 

 

Do you have additional questions? 
❖ Email questions to ​merpsvirtual@merps.org​ OR call 989.488.4662 

If we enroll in the MERPS Virtual Learning Academy, when can we transition 
back to on campus, face-to-face learning? 
❖ A semester-long commitment is required to enroll. We will allow for an initial ​2 week opt-out 

period for those who are enrolled in the Virtual Academy.  
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Will grades be issued?  
❖ Yes. Grades will be issued just as they are in the 5-day, face-to-face, on campus school 

model. 
❖ Grading scales align with Meridian Public Schools grading system. You can access these by 

visiting the corresponding grade: 
➢ Elementary (K-4) 
➢ Junior High School​ (5-8th grade) 
➢ Early College High School ​(9-12th grade) 

If we begin the year face-to-face, but would like to move to the MERPS Virtual 
Learning Academy, when can I do so?  
❖ Enrollment will follow the timelines in the above chart. Appeals can be made to the 

corresponding building principal for consideration outside of these timelines. These 
decisions will occur on an individual, case by case basis.  

Do I have to enroll every semester?  
❖ No, enrollment will continue through the 20-21 school year, unless the family/student 

requests to be dropped from the program and enrolled in face-to-face learning. 

Are supplies provided?  
❖ Yes! Students are provided with the required personal device (chromebook, laptop, etc) and 

any needed tools essential for learning. Educere suggests using chromebooks for the best 
interactive experience, but Ipads can be used.  We do charge an insurance fee of $50.00 for 
K-8th grade students and $25.00 after the first child. The insurance fee is refundable at the 
end of the school year upon the return of an undamaged device.  

What about internet access?  
❖ Access to reliable and consistent internet is required for the MERPS Virtual Learning 

Academy.  
❖ Hotspot scholarships are available for families in need. This information is collected during 

student registration in Skyward. We understand that circumstances change, if your family 
needs assistance, please contact the building office.  

Will my child still have access to school provided meals?  
❖ Families who quality for free and reduced lunch will be able to continue receiving breakfast 

and lunch from Meridian Public Schools. Similar to the spring/summer meal distribution 
centers, meal pick up will occur at a set time every week for enrolled families. More 
information will be coming soon!  
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I’ve enrolled, now what?  
ENROLLMENT PROCESS:  

1. Review MERPS Virtual Learning Academy Handbook ​Here 
2. If interested in enrollment as a Virtual Learning Academy student, please complete MERPS 

Virtual Learning Application ​Here. 
3. MERPS Staff Advisor will alert family once application has been processed and to schedule 

orientation, construct student course schedule, and to arrange for technology pick up: 
a. Schedule Virtual Learning Academy orientation  

4. Completion of the Meridian Public Schools registration paperwork.  
5. Get ready for a great year! Classes begin on Monday, August 31.  

Are MERPS Virtual Learning students still eligible for athletics and activities?  
YES! ​When you select virtual programming through Meridian Public Schools, your child is enrolled 
as a Meridian Public Schools student and is eligible to participate in al​l after-school ​programming 
available to on-campus MERPS students.  

Will the MERPS Virtual Learning Academy content align with “in-person 
schooling” content at Meridian Elementary School? 
Virtual courses will align with the state standards and will be similar to Meridian Elementary’s 
“in-person schooling” content, however, may not directly match the pace or sequence of content.   

Will my child be able to independently engage in a typical day of virtual 
learning? 
Absolutely not.   As an elementary student, success with Meridian Virtual Academy will depend 
upon daily, ongoing, family-child guidance.  

On average, how many hours a day would my child be expected to “do school” 
in the virtual school option?  
Meridian Virtual Academy in partnership with Educere acknowledges that virtual schooling brings 
some flexibility. Meridian Public Schools suggests keeping with a structured schedule to meet the 
demands of virtual schooling. Our suggested daily schedule is below: 

 

Activity Suggested 
Time 

Morning Meeting (Discuss Calendar, Weather, Lessons for the day, 
SubjectReview goals) 

15-20 minutes 

Language Arts  60-75 minutes 
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Snack/Brain Break (play a game, exercise, move around)  20 minutes 

Mathematics  45-60 minutes 

Lunch/Free Play  40 minutes 

Science  30-45 minutes 

Brain Break  10 minutes 

Social Studies  30-40 minutes 

Brain Break  10 minutes 

Electives (PE,Health)  30 minutes 

Afternoon Meeting (Discuss what was learned today across the subjects, 
a favorite thing a student learned, what goals were met, set goals for next 
day.)  

15-20 minutes 

 

What would a typical class (i.e., mathematics) look like?  
❖ Students would log in to Educere-Founders Education, follow a pre-planned sequence of 

lessons that are a combination of pre recorded videos, voice recordings, text readings, and 
written responses. Each lesson must be viewed in order to go onto the next. When needed, 
“Instant Teachers” are available through Educere to help with specific content. Students will 
also take tests and quizzes based on the sequence of each lesson.  

How often can students and families access the virtual “Instant Teacher”?  
❖ Meridian Elementary students enrolled in the Educere option will have access to an “Instant 

Teacher” who is available from 7:30 am - 7:30 pm Monday through Friday. These meetings 
will be based on student and family requests.  

In addition to the virtual “Instant Teacher,” is my child assigned to a regular 
teacher? 
❖ The State of Michigan requires students to have a minimum of a weekly contact between 

teacher and students. The virtual learning provider, Educere, will assign a Personal Learning 
Coach who will support the student with initial orientation and set up. The Personal 
Learning Coach will also provide bi-weekly phone consultation and weekly email progress 
updates.  The Personal Learning Coach is not a Meridian employee. For further information 
on the Personal Learning Coach, see ​here.  
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Will students take assessments, receive feedback on assignments, and take 
tests?  

Assessments are an integral part of instruction, as they provide critical information 
regarding both learning and understanding. Meridian Public Schools utilizes several 
different assessment tools to determine if instructional goals are being met to address any 
additional learning needs your child might have. In all three learning options, students will 
engage in the building specific assessments to provide individualized instruction to 
students.  These tools vary by building, but include both formative and summative 
assessments: 

 

Will my student have...?  Meridian Elementary 
In-Person Schooling 

Virtual Learning 
Academy  

Instruction from a highly-qualified teacher  X  X 

Participate in Athletics, Extracurricular, and School 
Activities 

X  X 

Devices (laptop, etc)/Headphones/Supplies  X  X 

Meals*  X  X 
*Free & Reduced lunch 
ONLY 

“Real time” Instruction from teacher  X   

Extra Academic Support from teacher  X  X 

Speech and Other Ancillary Services    X  X 

Daily Set Schedule   X   

Transportation   X   

Accommodations (IEP/504)  X  X 
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Where will I find more information about COVID-19?  
For the latest information, please see ​Michigan.gov/Coronavirus​ or ​CDC.gov/Coronavirus. 
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